287.   LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

December 28, 1931

MY DEAR JAWAHAR,

Indu gave me your letter. Somehow or other your arrest
did not come upon me as a surprise. I have not yet been able to
go to Kamala. I may tonight or tomorrow for certain. You
will be glad to know that I have read your second series of letters
to Indu. I had some suggestions to make, but of that, when per-
haps we have come to our own.

Meanwhile love to you and Sherwani
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288.   INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

BOMBAY,
December 28, 1931

In a brief conversation with pressmen, Gandhiji stated that he had closely
studied the Premier's statement and the India debate. He would deal with
that subject at the public meeting tonight. One thought of the Government's
latest action in arresting Pandit Jawaharlal and Mr. Sherwani and Abdul
GhafFar Khan as a challenge to the Congress, but it was for the Congress
President to state that those Government activities amounted to a breach of
the Delhi Pact

Questioned about his attitude towards the Subcommittees set up by His
Majesty's Government to carry on the Conference work, Gandhiji said that
it was too early to state his attitude. All the material was not before him.
It was for the Government to consider how the Committees could work if the
atmosphere was uncongenial.

Gandhiji considered the Round Table Conference a debating society.
It was not representative in the sense it was claimed to be. It was not a
'Round Table' in the right sense.

Asked whether he was convinced now that the signing of the truce was a
great blunder, he said, "No", and added that it was an act of statesmanship.
He agreed that the recent developments in Bengal, U P. and the Frontier
were a challege to the Congress, but he reserved action till the decision of the
Congress Working Committee. He added the Round Table Conference was
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